© 00 N O Ol WDN P

P PR R R R R PR R
© 0o NOoO o WDN - O

H5989. 1

HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4034

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kessl er, DeBol t , Kenney, Eri cksen, G ant,
Springer, Santos, Ross, Mrris, Conway, Meller, Schual -Berke, Lantz,
Crouse, Flannigan, Alexander, Rolfes, Kristiansen, Liias, Smth,

Bar | ow, Priest, Kel | ey, Eri cks, Kagi , Bl ake, Hur st , Pear son,
McIintire, Looms, Roach, Skinner, Haler, Linville, Haigh, Appleton,
Quall, Wod, Arnstrong, MCune, Wilsh, Bailey, Hankins, Wrnick,

Herrera, Eddy, Dunshee, Condot t a, Hi nkl e, O Brien, Schi ndl er,
Anderson, Kretz, Ahern, Rodne, Sunp, Dunn, Takko, Hudgins, Wll ace,
Jarrett, Chandler, MIloscia, O-cutt, and Upthegrove

TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, I N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE HONORABLE CHRI STI NE
GREGO RE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Follow ng the attacks on Septenber 11, 2001, and facing a
maj or round of |ayoffs consequently, the Boeing conpany and the state's
congressional delegation proposed that the United States Air Force
| ease 100 of the Boeing conpany's KC- 767 advanced tankers; and

VWHEREAS, Efforts to halt the procurenent of Boei ng-nade pl anes for
the United States Air Force would prove successful and open up the
contract to further bidding fromforeign conpetitors; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Air Force recently announced its choice
to supply the new tankers as the Toul ouse, France-based Airbus conpany,
rather than the Everett, Washi ngton-based Boeing facility; and

WHEREAS, The Boeing conpany has a long and storied history of
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building the world s greatest commercial and mlitary aircraft,
i ncluding nearly 2,000 tankers, in stark contrast to Airbus which has
no experience building tankers; and

WHEREAS, At a tinme of |oom ng national recession, the $35 billion
contract, which could ultinmately be worth $100 billion over 30 years,
for aerial refueling tankers has already led to a sharp decline in
share price for the American conpany, and an increase in stock price
for the foreign conpetitor; and

WHEREAS, We, your Menorialists, firmy believe that in order to
protect our national security and Anerica's mlitary strength in the
world, it is right and justified to invest in our Anmerican engi neers,
our manufacturing industry, and our mlitary, rather than rely on that
of a foreign governnent that may or nay not agree with our mssion in
the world and could undermne it by wthholding needed supplies and
machi nery; and

WHEREAS, In the past seven years the United States econony has | ost
over 3 mllion manufacturing jobs, 5 mllion Americans have |ost their
health insurance, and 4 mllion, including sonme of our nation's
veterans, have entered into poverty, and it is estimated that mllions
of nore professional jobs could be outsourced to other countries within
t he next decade; and

VWHEREAS, Much of the infrastructure and many of the skilled
| aborers and engi neers that would be needed to build parts for the new
tanker in Mbile, Al abama, do not yet exist, as opposed to the facility
in Everett, Washington, which is ready, willing, and able to build the
Aneri can- made tankers i medi ately; and

WHEREAS, The awarding of this multibillion dollar contract, to be
paid by Anerican taxpayers to Airbus' parent conpany, the European
Aeronauti c Defence and Space conpany, could ultimtely nean the | oss of
t housands of | ocal jobs and thousands nore statew de and nati onw de at
a tinme when such highly skilled and well -paying jobs are greatly needed
to spur economc growh and thwart any recessionary trends;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Congress take i mediate action in the 110th Congress to:

(1) Halt the procurenent of foreign-nade tankers to be used by the
United States Air Force;

(2) Conduct a congressional inquiry and reconsider its decision
and
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(3) Reconsider the awarding of this contract in the nanme of
nati onal and econom c security.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Honorable Christine Gegoire, Governor of the State of
Washi ngton, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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